
International Journal of Scientific Engineering and Science 
Volume 7, Issue 10, pp. 21-26, 2023. ISSN (Online): 2456-7361 

 

 

21 

http://ijses.com/ 

All rights reserved 

A Review on Heterocyclic Compounds 
 

Dr. Kalpana Patankar Jain1, Mr. Mahendra Utekar2*, Dr. Yogita Shinde2, Dr. Gunwanti 

Sinwal1  

1Chemistry Dept, Royal College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Mira Road, Maharashtra 401107. 
2Chemistry Dept, K. C. College, Churchgate, Mumbai - 400 020. 

 

 
Abstract— In our day-to-day lives, heterocyclic compounds present several interesting challenges and opportunities. Heterocyclic compounds 

are characterized by the presence of one or more hetero atoms within the composition of the compound. They could have a cyclic or non-cyclic 

structure to them. There are several different fields in which heterocyclic compounds can be used. The majority of their applications are in the 

pharmaceutical, agricultural chemical, and veterinary products industries. They are also used as sanitizers, developers, antioxidants, corrosion 

inhibitors, copolymers, and dyestuffs. Other applications include these. In the process of the synthesis of other organic compounds, they are 

utilized as vehicles. Some of the naturally occurring compounds, including antibiotics like penicillin and cephalosporin and alkaloids like 

vinblastine, morphine, and reserpine, amongst others, include a heterocyclic moiety. 
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I. INTRODUCTION  

All members of a significant group of organic chemical 

compounds may be identified because some or all of the atoms 

in their molecules are connected in rings containing at least one 

atom of a substance other than carbon, these rings are known as 

heterocycles [1]. The cyclic component of the term heterocyclic 

indicates the presence of at least one ring structure in a 

compound [2]. At the same time, hetero refers to the noncarbon 

atoms, also known as heteroatoms, present in the ring structure. 

Heterocyclic compounds are similar to cyclic organic 

compounds in their overall structure; however, because 

heteroatoms are present in heterocyclic compounds, their 

physical and chemical properties are frequently quite different 

from those of their analogs that contain only carbon atoms in 

the rings [3-6]. These differences can be attributed to the fact 

that heteroatoms are present in heterocyclic compounds [7-9]. 

II. HETEROCYCLIC COMPOUNDS HAVE THE FOLLOWING 

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS: 

The heterocycles with five- or six-membered rings and 

heteroatoms of nitrogen (N), oxygen (O), or sulfur (S) are the 

most prevalent types of heterocycles. The chemicals pyridine, 

pyrrole, furan, and thiophene are among the most well-known 

examples of simple heterocyclic compounds. A molecule of 

pyridine has a ring that is composed of six atoms, five of which 

are carbon and one of which is nitrogen. The molecules of 

pyrrole, furan, and thiophene all have five-membered rings, 

each of which is made up of four atoms of carbon and one atom 

of nitrogen, oxygen, or sulfur [10]. 

Pyridine and pyrrole are two examples of nitrogen 

heterocycles [11-12]. This means that the rings of their 

molecules each contain carbon atoms in addition to nitrogen 

atoms. When subjected to high temperatures, the molecules of 

many biological materials contain in part of pyridine and 

pyrrole rings, and when heated to high temperatures, these 

materials produce trace amounts of pyridine and pyrrole. Both 

of these compounds were identified in the same oily 

combination that was produced in the 1850s by vigorously 

boiling up bones. Both pyridine and pyrrole are typically 

produced these days by synthetic processes. 

Their primary source of financial value comes from the 

products that can be derived from them, most notably dyestuffs 

and pharmaceuticals. In addition to its function as a solvent, 

pyridine is also put to work as a rustproofing agent, a rubber 

additive, an alcohol denaturant, and an auxiliary in the dyeing 

process [13]. 

The primary use for the oxygen-containing heterocycle 

known as furan is in the process of converting it into other 

compounds, including pyrrole. The manufacturing of 

intermediates for nylon requires furfural, which may be derived 

from oat hulls and corncobs and is a close chemical relative of 

furan. Furfural is used in the production of nylon. The chemical 

and physical characteristics of thiophene, which is a sulfur 

heterocycle, are comparable to those of benzene. It was found 

for the first time during the process of purifying benzene and is 

a common contaminant of benzene acquired from natural 

sources. As is the case with the other compounds, the primary 

application for it is in the production of other substances. The 

discovery of furan and thiophene both took place in the latter 

half of the 19th century [14]. 

Comparing heterocyclic compounds with standard organic 

compounds that do not include heteroatoms is the most 

effective way to gain an understanding of both the physical and 

chemical characteristics of heterocyclic compounds. The 

subject of heterocyclic chemistry is the study of heterocyclic 

molecules, which make up around 65 % of the published 

material in the field of organic chemistry [15]. Heterocyclic 

compounds are ubiquitous in the natural world and 

indispensable to all forms of life; they play an important part in 

the metabolic processes of every living cell. DNA, the 

substance that makes up genetic material, is also made up of 

heterocyclic bases like pyrimidines and purines. There are a 

great many heterocyclic compounds, both synthetic and natural, 

that have been shown to have pharmacological activity and are 

now being used in therapeutic settings. 

Heterocyclic compounds are useful in a broad variety of 

contexts; for example, they predominate among the classes of 
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compounds that are applied in the pharmaceutical, 

agrochemical, and veterinary product industries. In addition, 

they are utilized in the development process, as antioxidants, 

sensitizers, corrosion inhibitors, copolymers, and as a dyestuff 

[16]. In the process of the synthesis of other organic 

compounds, they are used as vehicles. 

Some of the naturally occurring compounds, including 

antibiotics like penicillin and cephalosporin and alkaloids like 

vinblastine, morphine, and reserpine, amongst others, include a 

heterocyclic moiety. The fact that the structures of heterocyclic 

compounds can be subtly modified to obtain the necessary 

adjustment in function is one of the reasons for the extensive 

use of these compounds. There are just a few major categories 

of structures, and the majority of heterocycles may be placed 

into one of these categories. These structures share overall 

characteristics that are comparable, but there are significant 

differences among members of each category. Variations of this 

kind can take the form of changes in acidity or baseness, as well 

as differences in polarity [17]. Alterations to the structure can 

take place in several different ways, including swapping out one 

heteroatom for another ring or rearranging the position of the 

identical heteroatoms within the ring. 

III. A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORY OF 

HETEROCYCLIC CHEMISTRY: 

The development of heterocyclic chemistry may be traced 

back to the 1800s and developed in tandem with the field of 

organic chemistry at the time. Some significant recent events 

and developments. 

In the year 1818, Brugnatelli was the one who first isolated 

alloxan from uric acid. 

1832: Dobereiner discovers that processing starch with sulfuric 

acid can result in the production of furfural, a furan. 

1834: Through the process of dry distillation of bones, Runge 

acquires pyrrole (also known as "fiery oil"). 

1906: Friedlander synthesizes indigo dye, which paves the way 

for synthetic chemistry to displace a significant portion of the 

agricultural business. 1936: Treibs isolates chlorophyll 

derivatives from crude oil, which explains the biological origin 

of petroleum. 

1951: A description of Chargaff's laws is published, focusing 

on the part that heterocyclic chemicals (such as purines and 

pyrimidines) play in the genetic code. 

It is feasible to insert functional groups into the structure of 

many heterocyclic compounds in either the form of substituents 

or as an integral component of the ring itself. This is a 

significant characteristic of the structure of heterocyclic 

compounds. For instance, nitrogen atoms from a basic source 

can be inserted not only as amino substituents but also as 

components of rings. This indicates that the structures are 

extremely adaptable in terms of providing or imitating a 

functional group as a means of doing either. For instance, the 

tetrazole ring system [18] can be used as a mimic 8 of a 

carboxylic and functional group because it shares similarities 

with both groups in terms of acidity and steric need. The 

Tetrazole group is superior in terms of metabolic stability, 

bioavailability, and the ability of the four nitrogen atoms 

contained in the tetrazole ring to form a greater charge 

dispersion. The Tetrazole group is superior in terms of 

metabolic stability, bioavailability, and charge distribution. 

 
 

An additional instance is octanol [19], which can imitate the 

amphiphilic properties of lipids because it possesses both a 

polar head group (primary alcohol) and a long hydrocarbon 

chain as a tail, similar to the fatty acids that are a component of 

lipid membranes. This allows it to act as a good model for the 

amphiphilic properties of lipids. The organic chemist, armed 

with this knowledge, is in a position to "tailor" a structure to 

satisfy a particular purpose by altering the heterocyclic 

component of the structure. The use of heterocyclic compounds 

as intermediates in organic synthesis is likewise becoming more 

common [20-22]. This is because a rather stable ring system can 

be carried through several synthetic steps and then cleaved at 

the needed stage in synthesis to reveal other functional groups. 

This is the case the majority of the time. In the process of 

organic synthesis, 4-chloro-5(4H)- oxazolones, for instance, are 

valuable intermediates [23]. Chloro-acylamino ketones are one 

of the products that can be obtained through hydrolytic cleavage 

in particular. Furthermore, they are the logical intermediate that 

must be produced to generate 4-(phosphoranylidene)-5(4H)-

oxazolones, which are ligands that play a very essential role and 

have many applications. 

Some effectively constricted 'roofed' 2-thiazolines are used 

as new chiral ligands for Cu(II)-catalyzed asymmetric Diels-

Alder processes. This has resulted in a good endo/exo ratio and 

endo-enantioselectivity compared to the corresponding chiral 

'roofed' 2-oxazoline ligand. The natural world is full of 

heterocyclic compounds in many different forms. It is 

astounding how frequently a heterocyclic compound is located 

as a critical component in biological processes, which is why 

many are relevant to living systems. For instance, the nucleic 

acid bases, essential components of the replication mechanism, 

are derived from purines and pyrimidines and named adenine, 

guanine, and thymine, respectively. Cytosine is also a purine. 

By interfering with the process of DNA synthesis, certain 

purines and pyrimidines have the potential to function as 

antibiotics. An antibiotic such as puromycin is an example of 

this type. 

Components called chlorophyll and heme, both of which are 

derived from the porphyrin ring system, are essential for the 

process of photosynthesis as well as the transfer of oxygen in 

higher plants and animals. Heterocyclic compounds include 

necessary dietary components, such as nicotinamide (vitamin 

B3), ascorbic acid (vitamin C), thiamin (vitamin B1), riboflavin 

(vitamin B2), pyridoxal (vitamin B6), and nicotinamide (vitamin 

B3). 
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Histidine, proline, and tryptophan are the only heterocyclic 

amino acids among the twenty amino acids that are typically 

discovered in different proteins. Because of this, it should not 

come as a surprise that a significant amount of the work being 

done in contemporary research centers on the processes of 

synthesis and the characteristics of heterocyclic compounds. 
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Most medicines and the vast majority of other heterocyclic 

compounds that have practical applications are not derived 

from natural sources but are manufactured in a laboratory. 

However, the study of natural compounds is where organic 

chemistry started, which remains true today. These have served 

as the foundation for the design of many of the valuable 

compounds that have been discovered later. Two notable 

examples of this are the initial development of vat dyes based 

on the structure of indigo and the ongoing invention of new 

antibacterial drugs based on the beta-lactam structure of 

penicillin. Cephalosporin C, amoxicillin, clavulanic acid, 

penicillin, and other antibiotics all have a -lactam component in 

their chemical structure. As illustrations of how the chemistry 

of natural goods interacts with synthetic heterocyclic chemistry, 

the following paragraphs briefly describe three separate groups 

of pharmaceuticals with structures similar to those found in 

natural products. 

IV. HISTAMINE-RELATED PHARMACEUTICALS AND THEIR 

DERIVATIVES: 

Histamine also is a monosubstituted imidazole that is 

produced in living organisms from the amino acid histidine 

through the process of decarboxylation carried out by the 

enzyme known as histidine decarboxylase. Histamine is a 

biogenic amine that plays a role in the immunological responses 

of the local area and also functions as a neurotransmitter. It 

plays a role in allergic reactions, is released from skin cells 

when they are damaged, and is also involved in the regulation 

of gastric acid output. Skin cells release it when they are 

damaged. 

 

NH NH

NH2

Histamine 
 

From the 1940s onward, a variety of synthetic medicines 

that had the capability of acting as histamine antagonists 

became accessible. The body was found to contain two distinct 

types of histamine receptors, which were named H1 and H2 

receptors, respectively. Blockers of H1 receptors include 

substances such as cetirizine, chlorpheniramine, and others. 
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In 1964, researchers started investigating a particular 

histamine H2 receptor antagonist that could limit gastric acid 

output and, as a result, provide the basis for treating peptic 

ulcers. Since the chemists needed more information to go on 

when making their initial decision, they based it on the structure 

of histamine and created new compounds. Even though it took 

a long time to find valuable molecules, the study eventually led 

to the development of a medicine called cimetidine, an 

imidazole derivative used in treating peptic ulcers [24-25]. 

The accomplishments of cimetidine have paved the way for 

the development of other medications with structures that are 

analogous to cimetidine's. Still, these new medications have 

alternative heterocycles instead of the imidazole ring. 

Rantidine, which has a furan ring attached, is another essential 

and effective medication for treating peptic ulcers [26-27]. A 

further medication, famotidine, which has a thiazole moiety, 

reduces the production of stomach acid and gastroesophageal 

reflux disease [28]. 
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V. ANALOGUES OF THE NUCLEOSIDES 

The structure of DNA is an obvious place to begin looking 

for potential treatments for cancer and other infectious diseases 

like viruses. Analogues [29-30] of the nucleosides have been 

investigated as a potential method, which is one of the ways that 

has been investigated to a great extent. These nucleic acid 

fragments are connected to a sugar by a heterocyclic 

nitrogenous base (either a purine or a pyrimidine) called 

deoxythymidine. 
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It is possible to produce analogs by either altering the 

structure of the heterocyclic nitrogenous base, the structure of 

the sugar, or the structure of the boat. The replicative cycle of a 

virus may be disrupted by such a compound, for instance, if it 

were to incorporate artificial nucleosides in place of the natural 

ones. The lack of selectivity is the primary issue, as the vast 

majority of these compounds are also likely to be harmful to 

normal cells. This presents a challenge. Despite this, significant 

medications of this kind have been manufactured and 

developed. Azidothymidine (AZT), also known as zidovudine 

(ZDV), is a nucleoside analog reverse transcriptase inhibitor 

(NRTI) that is used in the treatment of AIDS. It is an analog of 

the nucleoside 2'-deoxythymidine. Acyclovir, often known as 

ACV, is an analog of 2'-deoxyguanosine. This means that the 

acyclic side chain component of ACV imitates the sugar that is 

found in the natural nucleoside. Because of its great selectivity 

and low cytotoxicity, it is an effective medicine for treating 

viral infections caused by herpes simplex 28 and herpes zoster. 

Ganciclovir is a structurally comparable antiviral drug that has 

been utilized for the treatment of cytomegalovirus infections 

[31-32] in patients diagnosed with AIDS and in recipients of 

organ transplants. 

Cladribine (Leustatin) [33] and Pentostatin [34] are 

pharmaceutical agents employed in the therapeutic 

management of hairy cell leukemia (leukemic 

reticuloendotheliosis) and multiple sclerosis.  From a chemical 

perspective, this substance imitates the nucleoside adenosine, 

thereby impeding the activity of the enzyme adenosine 

deaminase. This enzyme plays a crucial role in the cellular 

mechanism responsible for DNA processing. 

VI. COMPOUNDS ASSOCIATED WITH SEROTONIN:  

Natural products frequently exist in limited quantities, 

posing challenges in their investigation when extraction from 

their natural sources is necessary. Organic chemists possess the 

ability to address the issue at hand through the development of 

feasible laboratory synthesis methods. An illustrative instance 

is shown by serotonin, also known as 5-hydroxy tryptamine or 
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5-HT. This compound exhibits a wide distribution in the natural 

environment but at very low concentrations. The compound in 

question is naturally synthesized from the amino acid 

tryptophan by a concise metabolic process involving two 

specific enzymes, namely tryptophan hydroxylase and amino 

acid decarboxylase. 
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Serotonin is recognized for its extensive and intricate array 

of pharmacological effects. These phenomena encompass the 

contraction of smooth muscle and the aggregation of blood 

platelets. It functions as a vasoconstrictor in cerebral arteries 

and has been associated with the pathogenesis of migraines 

[35]. Alterations in serotonin levels inside the brain have been 

observed to have an impact on both mood and hunger [36-37]. 

Nevertheless, its quick metabolism renders it ineffective as a 

possible medicinal agent. A cluster of alkaloids possessing 

hallucinogenic characteristics, namely the ability to modify 

perception and mood, exhibit a similar structural resemblance 

to serotonin. Notably, these alkaloids demonstrate mood 

stability when seen within a living organism, specifically at a 

temperature of 37 C. Psilocin, an active compound found in 

Mexican mushrooms, has been used for medicinal and cultural 

purposes dating back to at least 1500 BC. The Aztec and Mayan 

cultures incorporated the use of hallucinogens. Bufotenine is an 

additional hallucinogenic compound that is naturally present in 

certain species of mushrooms. The aforementioned 

hallucinogenic chemicals function as agonists, specifically 

promoting activity, at serotonin receptors located inside the 

brain. Sumatriptan, an indole derivative, functions as an agonist 

at serotonin receptor sites inside the brain. It was introduced 

into the field of medicine as a pharmaceutical agent specifically 

designed for the treatment of migraines. 

The ergot alkaloids have intricated molecular structures, 

although they share a common foundation of indole with a β-

aminoethyl side chain located at the 3-position. One example of 

a substance that has demonstrated potential efficacy in 

treating migraines is ergotamine when administered in tiny 

quantities. However, it is essential to note that ergotamine is 

also associated with high toxicity, and its mechanism of action 

is intricate [37]. The structurally comparable compound is 

lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD), which has gained notoriety 

as a hallucinogen. It is a synthetic product created in a 

laboratory setting, and its effects were initially identified 

through accidental inhalation of the compound. 

VII. HETEROCYCLIC COMPOUNDS DERIVED FROM MARINE 

SOURCES: 

Marine invertebrates serve as a significant reservoir for a 

multitude of unique and natural compounds [39-40], some of 

which lack terrestrial equivalents or analogs. The 2006 Marinist 

database contains a total of almost 18,000 chemicals [41]. 

During the 1960s and 1970s, the most isolated compounds were 

isoprenoids and polyketides, which were obtained by applied 

extraction procedures. However, in subsequent years, there was 

an increase in the prevalence of N-atom-containing compounds, 

commonly referred to as "alkaloids," which were primarily 

isolated from sponges and ascidians. The second group 

comprises numerous newly discovered bioactive heterocycles 

that do not have any equivalents found on land.  

The following are examples of novel heterocycles that have 

been obtained from sponges found in the Red Sea and Indo-

Pacific regions, as well as from unicates and a limited number 

of soft corals. These heterocycles are depicted in the provided 

illustration. All the newly illustrated compounds demonstrate 

distinct structures, with certain ones exhibiting intriguing 

bioactivity. Notable examples include the antiviral activity of 

ptilomycalin A [42], the actin-binding activity of the 

latrunculins [43], and the cytotoxicity of the pyridoacridines 

eilatin and norsegoline [44]. The intriguing endeavor 

undertaken by the latter group has stimulated the production of 

several substances and their analogous counterparts. 

VIII. CONCLUSION 

The ongoing development of heterocyclic compounds 

serves as a testament to the robustness and dynamism of the 

field of organic chemistry. The ongoing study in the field is 

driven by the persistent obstacles associated with the 

exploration of novel heterocyclic systems and the 

comprehensive comprehension of their features. 
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